The antioxidant response as a drug target in diabetic neuropathy.
While increasing antioxidant potential is an attractive treatment strategy for diabetic neuropathy, many years of trials using high-dose oral antioxidants have not produced therapeutic results. An increasing understanding of the innate antioxidant response and the pharmacological agents that can regulate this mechanism may open new avenue for drug development. This review describes the current state of antioxidant trials and the potential for targeting the antioxidant response. In combination with antihyperglycemic agents, agents that regulate the antioxidant response may afford superior protection against cellular oxidative injury in diabetes.